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Abstract

This district's students have their own unique, long-standing social structure, cultural tradition,
traditions, values, way of life, and languages. However, these kids might be regarded as the
poorest of the poor schooling in the nation due to their financial circumstances. This research
explores the post-colonial socio-economic dynamics of the Darjeeling district from the distinct
perspective of its student body. Using a mixed-method approach, it combines quantitative
information like the total number of scheduled students, literacy rates, and economic
circumstances with qualitative information obtained from surveys and interviews. The results
provide a complex picture: although the area has a wide variety of languages and cultures,
traditional customs appear to be being displaced by modern influences, which are especially
noticeable in language usage patterns. Furthermore, a review of educational status highlights
notable differences in reading rates across genders in different schools, suggesting that there may
be unequal opportunities and access. These discoveries greatly advance our knowledge of the
socioeconomic structure of the area and have important ramifications for our attempts to change
education and enact policy.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Since the end of colonial control, the Darjeeling district has seen a dynamic development that has
been distinguished by a multitude of socio-economic narratives that shape the lives of the people
who live there by influencing their lives. In this setting, gaining a knowledge of the viewpoints of
students on these tales provides important insights on the changing fabric of the environment in
the region. As active participants in the socio-economic environment, students have a complex
grasp of the difficulties and possibilities that constitute Darjeeling's post-colonial reality. This
insight is a result of their participation in the ecosystem. Students are able to traverse the
complexity of Darjeeling's socio-economic terrain with a clear grasp of its historical foundations.
This pertains to issues like as economic inequities and the preservation of cultural traditions. The
insights that they provide shed light on the multidimensional character of development, drawing
attention to the interconnectivity of a variety of elements including education, employment, and
identity.

Students act as agents of change, leading programmes that try to solve important concerns such as
social justice and environmental sustainability at the same time. They have a deep-seated
commitment to crafting a future for Darjeeling that is more equal and inclusive, and their advocacy
reflects that dedication. We not only get a more in-depth awareness of the difficulties that are faced
by the region, but we also promote a feeling of collective ownership and responsibility towards
the development of Darjeeling by amplifying the voices of students in debates that surround the
socio-economic narratives of the region. Darjeeling is being propelled towards a more wealthy and
resilient future in the post-colonial age by the viewpoints of its students, which, in essence, serve
as a catalyst for discourse and action.

1.1.Objective of the study
e To conduct a study of all the Darjeeling district's scheduled pupils, both from urban
and rural locations.
e To investigate the district's pupil literacy rate.
e To research the pupils' mother languages in various Darjeeling, West Bengali schools.
2. LITERATURE REVIREW

Jean-Pierre, M. (2019) Analysed the significance of language in education and the necessity of
academic preparation for social development in post-colonial cultures under a neoliberal paradigm.
In general, teacher—student interactions underpin learning. Since language is central to education,
ignoring how language influences classroom instruction is like ignoring a major component that
might help or hinder education. These interactions occur around textbooks, which are often
ideologically saturated. Analysing interactional patterns and textbook discourses may help the
education system improve students' academic development and external efficiency. The paper
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argues that post-colonial nations should establish strategic visions that meet local requirements
rather than being stifled by big narratives like neoliberalism that may hinder their success.

van Westhuizen (2013) Focused on policy research's involvement in social change. With regard
to education transformation strategies in post-apartheid South Africa, the case is made that
research studies' contributions to change depend on its paradigmatic assumptions and
methodological choices. Post-colonial theory and transformative policy research views are utilised
to create a framework for evaluating research contributions. This is used to evaluate Inclusive
Education policy research publications from 1994. This example analysis suggests that policy
research techniques and transformation imperatives in present policies are at odds, reflecting
researchers' paradigmatic and methodological assumptions. Strategies are suggested to improve
policy research's social change impact in South Africa.

Sefa Dei (2007) suggested studying how secondary and university students and their instructors
view difference and diversity and how it affects African schooling and education. We also
demonstrate that difference has major implications for educational change discussions and that
students' perspectives on difference and the intersections of gender, ethnicity, culture, language,
religion, and class/minority issues in education can improve learning for all students. Finally,
understanding Ghanaian schooling politics highlights the consequences of diversity for inclusive
education and democratic citizenship.

Mycock, A. (2017) examined the politicisation of history education in former colonial states where
empire ended and colonial citizenship, identity, and historical narratives were revised. After
empire, the politically turbulent and controversial ‘history wars’ about how to teach the colonial
past in schools are examined in his chapter. He examines post-colonising governments' conceptual
and empirical challenges in ‘teaching the empire’ and whether they celebrate, criticise, or forget
the colonial history. It finds that many post-colonizing governments continue to teach sentimental
and uncritical colonial history in schools due to a ‘selective myopia’.

Lopez (2018) studied the experiences of three Kenyan secondary school principals to better
understand leadership practices and theory in a post-colonial environment. Their leadership
difficulties and complexity are examined using a decolonizing education and social justice
leadership discourse framework. Leadership methods and theorising must be contextualised since
educational leaders in poor nations confront distinct challenges. The study confirms previous
research on colonised education, a “managing” view of leadership, tensions in practice regarding
social issues in schools, and the need for Kenyan-based leadership development. While these
findings can improve leadership discourses and practices, larger-scale research with more diverse
participants is needed.
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3. RESEARCH METHODOLGY
3.1.Research approach: To investigate and examine the socio-economic narratives of the
post-colonial Darjeeling area from the viewpoints of students, the study uses a descriptive
research approach.
3.2.Research Method: To collect and analyse data thoroughly, the study uses a mixed-method
approach that combines quantitative and qualitative technigues.
3.3.Data Collection

» Quantitative Data: Information gathered from appropriate government agencies or
educational authorities on the district's total planned student population. Student
literacy rate: Information gathered from educational institutions or through surveys.
Students' financial situation: Information from surveys and interviews about income
brackets, resource accessibility, etc.

» Qualitative Information: Mother tongue information: Gathered via questionnaires or
interviews to comprehend linguistic inclinations and cultural impacts. Student
viewpoints on socioeconomic narratives: Obtained via open-ended survey questions,
focus groups, or interviews.

3.4.Sample Size: To ensure a representative sample, the sample size for quantitative data
collection is dependent on the total number of students in the district. Purposive sampling
is used in qualitative data collecting to choose participants, such as students from various
socioeconomic backgrounds, linguistic groups, and educational institutions, who may offer
insights into the study aims.

3.5.Data Analysis: Quantitative data analysis examines economic indicators, literacy rates,
and the overall population of scheduled pupils using statistical methods like descriptive
statistics. Thematic analysis is a method used in qualitative data analysis to find recurrent
themes and patterns in students' perceptions of socioeconomic narratives.

4. DATA ANALYSIS

Table 1: Comparing the total number of students in Darjeeling schools from urban and rural

areas
Rural Urban Total population
Students Students
Himali Boarding School 56% 37% 93%
Little Flower School 32% 59% 91%
Father LeBlond School 48% 40% 88%
Belle Vue Boarding School 59% 31% 90%
Glenhill Public School 30% 59% 89%
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Figure 1: Comparing the total number of students in Darjeeling schools from urban and rural
areas

The table compares rural and urban student populations at five schools. Himali Boarding School
has 56% rural pupils and Little Flower School 59% urban kids. Rural students dominate Belle Vue
Boarding School with 59% of the population, while urban students dominate Little Flower School
with 59%. Father LeBlond School and Glenhill Public School have more equal rural-urban student
distributions, with rural pupils at 48% and 40%, respectively. Overall student populations range
from 88% to 93%, reflecting school size or enrollment.

Table 2: Population by Mother Tongue

Hindi Nepali Bengali English
Himali Boarding School 2% 8% 4% 1%
Little Flower School 4.8% 14% 7% 2%
Father LeBlond School 3.2% 7.7% 5.5% 1.5%
Belle Vue Boarding School 2.5% 12% 8% 3%
Glenhill Public School 1.5% 6.3% 3.5% 2.5%
Total 14% 48% 28% 10%
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A person's mother tongue is the language spoken by their mother as a kid, according to census.
Language and mother language are a community's main identities. Students in Darjeeling speak
Nepali, Hindi, Bengali, and English. Hindi is spoken by 14% of Darjeeling pupils. After Bengali
(48%), Nepali is most spoken. Bengali is spoken by 28% of pupils and English by 10%. Modern
culture has affected this district's culture, according to research. Most students avoid using their
home tongue in group meetings or collaborations in other schools or venues.

Table 3: Percentage of students' overall literacy rate across differ Darjeeling schools

Names of Differ Schools | Total Literacy rate Male Female Differences
Himali Boarding School 48.00% 61.25% 34.00% 25.10%
Little Flower School 51.55% 63.92% 38.84% 25.07%
Father LeBlond School 60.63% 75.48% 44.75% 30.70%
Belle VVue Boarding School 56.75% 71.48% 41.52% 29.98%
Glenhill Public School 50.30% 63.04% 37.42% 25.60%
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Figure 3: Percentage of students’ overall literacy rate across differ Darjeeling schools

The table compares Darjeeling school pupils' gender-based literacy rates. Father LeBlond School
has the greatest literacy percentage (60.63%), with a large male skew. Belle Vue Boarding School
follows closely with 56.75% literacy, again exhibiting a large gender gap. While Little Flower
School and Glenhill Public School have slightly lower reading rates, gender gaps are comparable.
Males outnumber females at Himali Boarding School, which has the lowest literacy rate. Male
literacy rates are consistently higher than female rates across all schools, suggesting educational
inequities.

5. CONCLUSION

The findings of this study offer enlightening insights into the socio-economic narratives of the
post-colonial Darjeeling area, as seen from the perspective of the district's student population. The
study of the data produces a picture that highlights a number of different aspects, such as the
difference between rural and urban school populations and the complex linguistic environment
that is dominated by Nepali, Bengali, and English. Additionally, the significant gender differences
in literacy rates highlight the institutional problems that must be overcome in order to guarantee
fair educational achievements for people of both genders. The significance of these findings lies
in the fact that they highlight the relevance of comprehensive methods to address socio-economic
inequality. They also highlight the necessity of focused interventions to elevate marginalized
populations and promote inclusive education. Moving forward, it is imperative that policymakers
and stakeholders take these results into consideration in order to develop evidence-based initiatives
with the objective of promoting socio-economic justice and educational empowerment in the
Darjeeling area.
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