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ABSTRACT 

The research examines how Yeats combined mystical elements with modernist techniques 

throughout his poetry as his literary works achieved worldwide recognition for being the most 

vital of the twentieth century. The study first examines Irish mythology along with folklore and 

religious practices that Yeats studied in his early life to establish their impact on his poetic 

mysticism. Yeats obtained spiritual artistic inspiration by joining mystical organizations 

including Theosophy and the Golden Dawn where he acquired symbolic and esoteric religious 

elements. After World War I and Irish independence activism Yeats evolved his poetic style 

toward modernistic aesthetics through historical changes that combined with his writing 

techniques for directness and deep symbolism and philosophical depth. The essential meanings 

Yeats employed in his work allowed him to examine modern uncertainties in a critical manner 

as he used literature to pursue spiritual growth in his collected works. The historical changes 

no longer affect the spiritual strength of his artistic work which remains evident in his literary 

compositions. 

Keywords: W.B. Yeats, Mysticism, Modernism, Irish mythology, Religious symbolism, 
Theosophy, Spiritual inspiration 

1. INTRODUCTION 

William Butler Yeats gained his status as a leading poet in the twentieth century after his birth 

in Dublin during 1865. Through his writing career Yeats documented the dramatic political 

and cultural shifts which took place during his lifetime. Yeats created poetic images that sought 

escape into dreams during his early years because Romanticism along with Irish mythology 

and folklore ruled his environment. After developing his artistic skills he focused his artistic 

work on resolving the fundamental problems within his local environment. Through his writing 

Yeats explored Irish nationalist themes and the political transformations of his age as well as 

the spiritual conflicts of modern people. In his later writing period Yeats stopped creating 

musical verse to focus on stark symbolic poetry with emotionally harsh themes. His poetry role 

extended to senatorship of the Irish Free State and playwright functions while he helped 

establish the Abbey Theatre to advance Ireland's cultural development. Yeats received the 



 

 
 
 

94 | P a g e  
 

Airo International Journal 

Peer-Reviewed  

Multidisciplinary 

ISSN: 2320-3714 

Volume:2    Issue:1 

April 2025 

Impact Factor:11.9 

Subject: English 

Nobel Prize in Literature in 1923 that solidified his position as a poet who incorporated 

mystical components with contemporary themes through his deep symbolic and philosophical 

writing. Throughout his entire lifespan and until his death Yeats dedicated his work to study 

the relationship between physical existence and spiritual dimensions thus creating enduring 

literature that continues to inspire readers in successive generations. 

1.1.Define Mysticism and Modernism. 

Literary and philosophical mysticism consists of a divine truth-seeking process that leads to 

contact with existence beyond material reality. The mystical elements in poetic works manifest 

through symbols together with visions and preoccupations about things unseen or everlasting. 

Mystical poets make an attempt to express what cannot be fully expressed — the divine as well 

as spiritual and mystical forces that exist beyond everyday perception. W. B. Yeats made 

mysticism an essential component for his artistic view of the world. Imbued with Irish 

mythology, Theosophy, astrology, and occultism, Yeats had faith in an invisible order that 

determined human fate. His poetry reveals his firm belief in hidden patterns together with 

higher realities that guide readers between spiritual and material realms. 

Modernism emerged as a broad cultural and literary movement which developed during late 

nineteenth and early twentieth century through deliberate abandonment of traditional artistic 

approaches. The rapid transformations of industrialization combined with warfare discoveries 

science and social trends inspired Modernist writers to develop their artistic responses. Through 

fragmented writing and stream of consciousness methods alongside symbolic and ambiguous 

techniques modern writers depicted the psychological struggles of the contemporary world. 

The poetic style of Modernism abandoned traditional lyrical form in favor of dense direct 

language which could prove challenging to readers. W. B. Yeats, even as he retained his 

mystical interests, more and more took on modernist methods as he struggled with a world that 

appeared disordered and spiritually desolate. His later poetry brings together an air of age-old 

spiritual longing and the fragmented, uncertain mood of Modernism to create his own singular 

synthesis of two seemingly opposed traditions. 

1.2.Purpose of the Paper 

The aim of this paper is to examine how W. B. Yeats subtly integrates the themes of mysticism 

and modernism in his poems. Through an analysis of his initial interest in Irish mythology and 

his subsequent work with modernist devices, the paper aims to demonstrate the peculiar role 

that Yeats plays as a mediator between Romanticism and Modernism. The paper will 

demonstrate how Yeats applied mystical symbolism in responding to universal spiritual issues 

even as he incorporated modernist strategies in answering the political and social upheavals of 

his time. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Wanderinde, W. W. (2017) examined W. B. Yeats's multifaceted position regarding 

Romanticism and Modernism. The analysis evaluated the dual movement characteristics in 

Yeats's poetry while acknowledging the poetry's resistance to straightforward classification. 

According to Wanderinde Yeats's first literary works displayed pronounced Romantic elements 

which manifested through his usage of natural elements and mythical themes and emotional 

writing. Throughout the paper the author demonstrated Yeats's growing use of Modernist 
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literary techniques including symbolism alongside fragmentation and his shift toward realistic 

and direct language. Wanderinde established that Yeats defied classification into one literary 

movement because his poetry evolved across multiple phases through the fusion of Romantic 

and Modernist elements into his distinct writing style. 

Yakar, A. P. (2021) evaluated W. B. Yeats's poetic expression of Romantic and Modernist 

elements. According to Yakar Yeats experienced a transformative career where he exchanged 

Romantic views for Modernist treatments of alienation and identity crises alongside historical 

emergencies. Through his work Yeats preserved Romantic elements while he adopted new 

stylistic approaches to reflect modern realities. Yakar's research establishes that Yeats 

maintained these opposing forces throughout his literary production because he actively 

engaged with both Romantic and Modernist traditions simultaneously. 

Dutta, A. (2021) analyzed how mystical modernity affects the religious elements found in 

Rabindranath Tagore and W.B.Yeats' literary works. According to Dutta Yeats separated 

himself from other modernists because his modernism grew most strongly from mystical 

thinking. The research by Dutta demonstrated how Yeats's mystic pursuit of order and 

transcendence merged with the modernist preoccupation about cultural decline and historical 

evolution. Through mythic methods and symbolism and esoteric philosophy Yeats developed 

tools to address the spiritual void in modern times according to the research analysis. Through 

his work Dutta established Yeats as an author who resisted modern materialism by integrating 

ancient knowledge into his modernist verse. 

3. MYSTICAL INFLUENCES ON YEATS’S POETRY 

The author Yeats developed his literary style through his deep immersion in Irish mythological 

traditions together with superstitions and his belief in spiritual forces beyond visible sight. His 

experience with Theosophy combined with Rosicrucianism and Golden Dawn practices 

enriched his mystical worldview. He wove Celtic myths with hidden symbolic meanings from 

these mystical sources to uncover deeper spiritual truths. His early and later work united 

through the mystical thread. 

3.1. Irish Folklore, Myths, and Spiritualism 

The first fascination W.B. Yeats had with Irish mythology and folklore strongly shaped his 

poetic exploration of mystical themes. Yeats spent his childhood during the Irish Literary 

Revival period while showing deep passion to revive traditional Irish legends and religious 

practices along with ancient tales. According to Yeats the Irish peasant population maintained 

an otherworldly connection which modern civilization had abandoned. In his initial works 

Yeats incorporates numerous symbols of fairies and spirits as well as mythic heroes to portray 

his concept of a transcendent realm that extends past ordinary reality. Yeats incorporated Celtic 

myths into his poetry to create both national Irish literature and deep insights about human 

psychology. Through his knowledge of Irish mythology Yeats mastered the integration of 

mystical symbolism which allowed him to make spiritual and natural forces stand as the 

primary focus of his poetic vision. 
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3.2. His Involvement with Theosophy, Rosicrucianism, and the Golden Dawn 

Yeats created his poetic style through his participation in mystical and occult organizations. 

Yeats joined the Theosophical Society during the late 1880s to discover Eastern mysticism and 

metaphysical philosophy and the belief system about an invisible secret spiritual order that 

shapes universal events. After his occult society initiation the Hermetic Order of the Golden 

Dawn accepted Yeats as a member to participate in its practices revolving around magical arts 

and alchemical sciences and Kabbalistic learning. His Rosicrucian involvement led to 

intensified interest in mystical methods that united spiritual development with the pursuit of 

occult wisdom. Through his mystical connections Yeats received insights into a deep symbolic 

realm that combined astrological symbolism and spiritual visions which he used to write his 

poetry. Yeats received his elaborate poetic style from his membership in esoteric societies that 

taught spiritual energies and metaphysical concepts to form the base of his poetic framework. 

3.3 Examples from Early Poems Reflecting Mystical Ideas 

Yeats presents mystical concepts in abundant quantities throughout his initial literary works. 

Through "The Stolen Child" the poet shows supernatural forces drawing a child between 

physical existence and spiritual domains to represent spiritual world attraction. The author uses 

ancient fairy hosts from Irish mythology in "The Hosting of the Sidhe" to demonstrate that 

magic operates simultaneously with human existence. In the poem "The Song of Wandering 

Aengus" the narrator embarks on endless mystic travels to encounter different supernatural 

beings that blend religious desire with passionate love. Yeats developed his mystical 

symbolism across his writing career following the introduction of dreamlike atmospheres and 

symbolic landscapes and spiritual confusion in his early poetry. 

4. YEATS’S SHIFT TOWARD MODERNISM 

Yeats experienced a transformation in his worldview due to both political turmoil and 

international conflicts that occurred in the early twentieth century. His firsthand experience of 

Irish independence movements along with World War I horrors led him to abandon romantic 

mysticism. The poet evolved his work from allegorical to direct and modernist verse which 

adopted inconsistent and fragmented writing styles. Yeats used this writing approach to 

manage the unknown elements that characterize modern times. 

4.1.Historical Background  

Yeats's poetic work directly received its influence from the significant political and social 

transformations which happened throughout the early twentieth century. The Irish fight for 

independence became stronger when the Easter Rising of 1916 occurred before the Irish War 

of Independence. Yeats preserved his connection with the Irish Literary Revival even though 

he directly witnessed how nationalist violence resulted in complex political alterations in 

Ireland. World War I (1914–1918) destroyed traditional heroism and social advancement 

standards and notions of honor thus creating Europe-wide disillusionment. Several authors who 

included Yeats witnessed both falling empires and new ideological waves creating general 

social confusion throughout society. His surroundings demanded him to give up his romantic 
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poetic style from the past which praised myths because he required to deal with the harsh 

realities of his present day world. His literary work shifted its core focus toward the increasing 

violence while exploring both social disorder and religious transformation in modern times. 

4.2.Changes in His Poetic Style  

The significant world alterations during his time compelled Yeats to establish an entirely new 

method of writing poetry. The evolution of his writing adopted forceful direct language along 

with compactness while discarding his former elaborate imagery from his initial work. His later 

career poems feature powerful symbolism and a heightened feeling of presentness as they 

present philosophical ideas in an abstract manner. Yeats transformed his symbolism from 

aesthetic ornamentation into conceptual tools that allowed him to delve into complex historical 

and temporal and existential concepts. The reader perceives the breakdown of civilization 

through fragmented imagery and symbolic language in The Second Coming. Yeats moved 

away from romantic mysticism in his modernist phase by accepting ambiguous creative forms 

and societal disintegration and unhealable human and societal breaks. Yeats managed to retain 

his position as an essential writer while undergoing this essential transformation during the 

turbulent initial decades of the twentieth century. 

5. CONCLUSION  

The poetic works of W.B. Yeats combine mystical aspects with modernist techniques 

throughout his poetic evolution. Yeats cultivated deep knowledge about spiritual elements 

through his early encounters with Irish mythology and folklore from his young age and this 

foundation influenced his poetic writing. The Irish independence movement together with 

worldwide disillusionment during the twentieth century drove Yeats to change his poetic style 

for depicting fragmented and ambiguous aspects of the contemporary world. Throughout his 

later work the author maintained his ability to address modernist themes together with his 

original spiritual and allegorical components from his early writing. By uniting his spiritual 

objectives with present-day problems Yeats managed to protect his spiritual vision while 

creating everlasting literary pieces. Yeats established his status as a monumental literary figure 

by connecting ancient traditions with modern times thus creating influence which spans 

multiple generations. 
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