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ABSTRACT:

Tribals' lower level of aspiration may be responsible for their lower level of achievement. Due to
inferior socioeconomic status, a worse self-concept, and weaker school adjustment, aspirations are
low level. Low motivating factors lead to lower and medium level achievement, greater levels to
higher achievement. The success orientation of the tribals, aspiration but also other contributing
elements such as the socioeconomic situation, strong resolve, the educational system, curricula,
school adaptation etc. The socioeconomic status and high degree of literacy in the family have
increased with the size of the family. The socio economic standing of the family was assessed by
giving each household a score based on their ownership of land, annual produce, and payment of
taxes, debt, employment, and literacy level. In this article, evaluation on socioeconomic status of
scheduled tribes with special reference to Jalpaiguri District, West Bengal has been discussed.
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INTRODUCTION:

Tribal people have adapted their cultural practices to fit their physical and social environments by
leading simple lives based on the natural world. [1-2] Even ancient literature, including the

Ramayana and the Mahabharata periods, makes mention of these tribal clans. India's tribal
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communities are incredibly varied and heterogeneous. [3] The difference of the tribals and others
are the number of people they have, the languages they speak, and their means of subsistence.
[4-5] Since, they are generally unaware of the programs and policies created for their uplift, they
are unable to participate in the development process. [6-8] This is mostly because tribal people
have a high rate of illiteracy, a very low level of education, superstitions, low levels of aspiration,
and a low socioeconomic standing. [9-10] In order to determine the correlation between their level
of education, aspiration, and socioeconomic status (SES) on ST individuals in the district of

Jalpaiguri.
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:
Study Area: Jalpaiguri District, West Bengal.

Research Question: Is the socioeconomic status correlated to the Scheduled Tribes in Jalpaiguri
District, West Bengal?

Research Design: In this research, quantitative research design has been used.
Sampling Plan: Simple random sampling has been used for this study.
Sample Size: The sample size was 400.

Data Source: In this research, primary data has been used.

Methodology: The respondents were selected within the Jalpaiguri District, West Bengal. The
selected age was between 31-60 years. After clearing the research objectives, the questionnaire
sheet was provided in favor of each respondent. Sufficient time was given in favor of all
respondents. After completion of the sheet, the sheets were collected and preserved for data

analysis and interpretation.
Research Tools: In this study, structured questionnaire has been used.

Data Analysis and Interpretation: Pie chart and bar chart has been used.
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DATA ANALYSIS, INTERPRETATION AND RESULTS:

Table 1. Gender

Options Respondents %
Male 200 50
Female 200 50
Total 400 100
Bar Graph
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-
Figure 1. Gender
Table 2. Monthly Income
Options Respondents %
Below 10,000/- 118 29.3
10,001/- to 20,000/- 134 33.3
Above 20,000/- 148 37.4
Total 400 100
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Married

Unmarried

Figure 2. Monthly Income

Options Respondents %
Own 98 24.2
Rented 276 69.7
Others 26 6.1
Total 400 100

Pie Chart

Others

Rented

Figure 3. House ownership
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Table 4. House types

Options Respondents %
Pacca 54 13.1
Semi Pacca 168 42.4
Kachha 178 445
Total 400 100

Figure 4. House types
Table 5. Separate kitchen

Options Respondents %
Yes 124 31

No 276 69
Total 400 100
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Figure 5. Separate kitchen
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Table 6. Toilet facilities

Options Respondents %
Yes 334 83.5
No 66 16.5
Total 400 100
Bar Graph
Reszdents
Figure 6. Toilet facilities
Table 7. Water facility within premises

Options Respondents %
Yes 268 67
No 132 33
Total 400 100
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Figure 7. Water facility within premises
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Table 8. Does every member of the household have at least two sets of clothes?

Options Respondents %
Yes 302 75.5
No 98 24.5
Total 400 100
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Figure 8. Does every member of the household have at least two sets of clothes?

Table 9. Does every member of the household have at least one pair of shoes?

Options Respondents %
Yes 288 72
No 112 28
Total 400 100
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Figure 9. Does every member of the household have at least one pair of shoes?
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Options Respondents %
Kerosene 86 21.2
Electricity 136 34.3
Lamp 28 7.1
Candle 34 8.1

Others 16 4
More than 1 100 25.3
Total 400 100

Figure 10. Source of illumination
Table 11. Source of Fuel

Options Respondents %
Dry dig 38 9.1
Firewood 76 19.2
Cow dung 104 26.2
Gas connection 64 16.2

Others 6 1
More than 1 112 28.3
Total 400 100
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Figure 11. Source of Fuel

Table 4.12. Are you suffering from any illness?

Dry dig

Firewood

Cow dung

Options Respondents %

Yes 336 84

No 64 16

Total 400 100

Figure 12. Are you suffering from any illness?
Table 13. Have you availed Govt. Loans/Schemes?

Options Respondents %

Yes 104 26

No 296 74
Total 400 100
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Figure 13. Have you availed Govt. Loans/Schemes?

Table 14. Social status depends upon the financial status of the person

Options Respondents %
Yes 284 71
No 116 29

Total 400 100
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Figure 14. Social status depends upon the financial status of the person

Table 15. The family economic condition over the few years has been increased

Options Respondents %
Yes 256 64
No 144 36
Total 400 100
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Figure 15. The family economic condition over the few years has been increased

Table 16. Do you benefit the government schemes to Scheduled tribes communities?

Options Respondents %
Yes 120 30
No 280 70
Total 400 100

Bar Graph

Percenlage
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Figure 16. Do you benefit the government schemes to Scheduled tribes communities?

Table 17. Monthly Savings

Options Respondents %
Less than 5000/- 186 46.5
5001/- to 10000/- 150 375
10000/- & above 64 16
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| Total | 400 | 100 |
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Figure 17. Monthly Savings

CONCLUSION:

The Jalpaiguri district's tribal economy and lifestyle, which revolve around tea gardens, are an
example of a widespread phenomenon in India. They labor in tea gardens for the most part of their
employment. They still receive extremely low salaries while making up a sizable portion of the
workforce. Globalization of modern technologies have steadily changed traditional tribal practices,
including art, craft, tradition, and value systems. However, its traditional values are progressively
disappearing. The rich cultural traditions of indigenous peoples are therefore disappearing. The
tribal cultures in the studied area have lost much of their identity due to their steadfast adherence
to their own customs, making them resistant to modernization. Technological growth has led to
advancements in many economic sectors. In their field, modern technical advancements are not
commonly employed. Adoption of modern technology in agriculture has several significant
implications. Technology has not made much of an impact on the economy, despite having a
negative impact on tribal society. The tribes are burdened with numerous issues that date back to
the colonial era and are holding them back. In a very long time from the loss of their homes,

languages, customs, and lifestyles. Rich cultural traditions have been lost for countless indigenous
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communities. The socioeconomic conditions prevailing in many tribal groupings exhibit
variability. Diverse lifestyles, cultures, and religious perspectives coexist, and they are all

dynamic. There are regional and local differences in many areas, such as business and education.
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