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ABSTRACT

The study is a critical analysis of the theme of moral decadence together with the strategies
towards survival as adopted in some of the novels. The study, based on qualitative analysis of
the repeated motifs and literary devices, single out some main manifestations of the moral
decadence such as corruption, the domination of the power, social inequality, devolution of the
familial and communal ties. The analysis has come up to show that the issue of social injustice
stands out as the theme that is most dominant, creating the pattern that systemic failures play
a role in ethical decay. To stay alive in these hostile conditions, characters resort to differently
built survival mechanisms, including moral compromise and psychological endurance to
rebellion and withdrawal, which is indicative of different ways in which individuals bargain
their agency in crisis conditions. Moreover, the work investigates the mechanisms of how
settings of politically repressive regime and war-torn societies enhance the sense of moral
struggle, whereas the literary tools of symbolism, irony, and non-linear narrative further
enhance the psychological and emotional relevance of the given themes. Finally, through the
experience in this paper, it is important to underline the literature ability to reflect the societal
corruption coupled with the individualistic survival skill of human characters that experience

a moral dilemma.

Keywords: moral decay, survival strategies, literary analysis, corruption, social injustice,

political oppression, resilience, symbolism, character adaptation.

353 |Page


mailto:kumarisona2930@gmail.com
mailto:amitaverma23@gmail.com

® Airo International Journal ISSN: 2320-3714
AI r‘ Peer-Reviewed Volume: 3 Issue: 2
Multidisciplinary August 2025
Impact Factor: 11.9
Subject: English Literature

1. INTRODUCTION

Moral corruption and human resilience are powerful jests in the literary world that drive the
plot around the projection of conflict, crisis and delivery. Novels in different times and different
cultures have documented how the ethical values in the society progressively declined
sometimes due to the exigencies of war, poverty, political corruption or existential despair. In
this paper, the understanding of Moral decadence in some of the chosen novels shall be
described not only in terms of a mere set up but indeed a decisive element of human locus and
interaction. The central theme running across these stories is the strength of human beings who
despite the tendency of moral decay faced a deluge succeed in coming up with distinct

approaches to survival.

When characters face a collapsing ethical order in the dystopian worlds where characters live
and in situations set in the past in relation to a very much present social world, the reactions
vary and include resisting, adapting, and rejecting and accepting. Such survival tactics do more
than shed light on human behaviour pushed to the brink; they also beg the bigger
philosophical/psychological questions about morality, identity, and agency. This paper aims to
release the lid on the power of literature both to reflect into our interior darkest moral conflicts
and to record our human forbearance by looking at key literary works through this twofold

perspective of moral decadence and human survival.
1.1. Literature as a Mirror to Moral Crisis

Literature has always been one of the most effective tools of denouncing the values of society
and outlining the instability of human morals. The backgrounds of the selected novels are
morally restrictive (usually with the key ingredients being violence, betrayal, injustice, or
alienation) and thus serve to outline the emotional distress in the hearts of the main characters.
These crises denote not only horrors of undermined outer systems but also of collapsed inner
compasses. The characters tend to be plunged into contexts where the customary morality no

longer holds, thus being forced to create new systems of regulations to live by.

That subversion of the normal morality, it illustrates the adjustability of human beings to chaos.

It also enables the authors to question what humanity is left when deprived of society norms.
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By textual analysis, it will be observed through this paper how such settings augment in
psychological, emotional, and ethical tussles of characters, forcing them to either break or

overcome their morally corrupt ecological settings.
2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Phillips (2017) compared the relationships between collapse, resilience, stability, and
sustainability in Margaret Atwood MaddAddam trilogy. He examined responses to the
environmental and social crises in the contemporary society by the speculative fiction written
by Atwood. By depicting the dystopian breakdown and possibilities of ecological recovery,
Phillips made the arguments that the trilogy not only contributed to the critique of the existing
unsustainable ways but also represented the vision of resilience based on human adaptability,
ability to cooperate, and biocentric morality. His work brought to attention the relevance of

literature in building a discourse of sustainability and the elaboration of futures.

Sakakibara (2017) researched how climate change impacted the I Inupiat people in the state
of Alaska related to the Arctic region and highlighted the aspect of cultural resilience. She has
divulged how I Inupiat was able to hold their cultural identity and how they have been affecting
responses towards adverse environmental changes after major disruptions. Sakakibara
demonstrated, through ethnographic work, that resilience in the case of the Ifiupiat was directly
correlated to maintaining traditional ecological knowledge, through the generations, as well as
maintaining their spiritual connection to the land and sea. Her results emphasized the

significance of native worldviews on the climate resilience strategies.

Gao and Galis (2021) addressed a biological aspect of resilience because they concentrated
on the role of endothelial cells in the context of cardiovascular wellness. They explained that
endothelial cell dysfunction was a risk factor and a contributor to the occurrence of many
cardiovascular diseases and analyzed mechanisms on the cellular level promoting endothelial
resilience, including redox state, cell regeneration, and stress response. Their paper underlined
that the increased endothelial resilience may represent an exciting strategy to potentially
prevent or reduce the progression of vascular disease, therefore, connecting cell biology to the

concept of health resilience at a larger scale.
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Alves et al. (2020) investigated the aspects of crisis management by small businesses during
the COVID-19 pandemic in Macau. They surveyed the responses of firms with regard to the
crisis in terms of some survival tactics, resilience-building, and renewal strategies. These
strategies allowed the authors to establish the power of flexibility, innovation, and
communication with stakeholders and the utilization of online platforms to ensure business
continuity. Their results emphasized that business resilience involved crisis responses that are
immediate and adaptive or long-term processes to achieve some recovery and growth after the

crisis has occurred.
3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This paper will use a qualitative method that will examine the overlap of the themes of moral
decadence and human endurance in chosen pieces of literary works. Instead of using primary
data or surveys, the study is based on the use of close reading and interpretive analysis of novels
that thematically deal with ethical collapse and the survival mechanism used by the individuals.
It aims to present a systematic study of the narrative patterns, the themes, and the literary
devices in which they are developed by the writers. In order to make a clear and coherent
presentation of findings, the study uses content analysis framework that is assisted by

frequency and percentage tables.
3.1. Research Design

The study adheres to descriptive-analytical qualitative research structure, and the aim is to
reveal, determine and categorize repetitive themes, motifs, reactions of the characters and
narrative constructions of moral decay and resilience. This is especially applicable to literary
analysis where most emphasis is placed on the text interpretation rather than an empirical
quantification. The present design provides an in-depth analysis of the ways in which human

behavior can be reflected through literature in a morally decaying world.
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3.2. Sample Size and Selection Criteria

The study analyzes a sample of four novels, purposefully selected for their in-depth treatment
of the central themes. These novels span diverse literary and cultural contexts but share a
common focus on societal or personal moral breakdown and the ways characters respond to

adversity.
3.3. Data Collection Procedure

The data were collected through intensive textual analysis rather than field research. The

process involved:

Conducting a close reading of each novel.

e Annotating instances where characters face ethical dilemmas, societal breakdowns, or

survival pressures.

e Identifying the literary mechanisms (e.g., narrative voice, metaphor, imagery) used to

express these themes.

o (Categorizing these elements into predefined themes for tabulation and analysis.

3.4. Data Analysis Techniques

The literature review adopted qualitative content analysis, but quantitatively in the analysis of
the significant themes in the identified novels. The categories that they were coded in were
moral decay, survival strategies, setting types and some literary devices. Each one was
calculated in frequencies and percentages to allow comparisons across the texts. Summed up
into four tables, the numbers bring into perspective the patterns of moral declination and human

survival.
4. DATA ANALYSIS
The analysis below is based on close reading and thematic coding of selected novels to quantify

recurring literary elements related to moral decay and human resilience.
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Table 1: Frequency of Moral Decay Themes in Selected Novels

Theme of Moral Decay Frequency | Percentage (%)
Corruption and Power Abuse 4 25%

Social Inequality and Injustice 5 31.25%
Breakdown of Family/Community | 3 18.75%

Moral Ambiguity in Characters 4 25%

Total 16 100%

Table 1 presents the dominant themes of moral decay in the selected novels, with social
inequality and injustice (31.25%) emerging as the most prevalent, followed by corruption and

power abuse and moral ambiguity (25% each), and breakdown of family/community (18.75%).
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Figure 1: Graphical presentation of Frequency of Moral Decay Themes in Selected Novels
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Figure 1 shows the study of theme distribution of moral decay in various novels chosen. The
most common theme, which is Social Inequality and Injustice (31.25%), demonstrates the
appearance of this theme in the focal point in the narrative context. Corruption and Power
Abuse and Moral Ambiguity in Characters come next at 25 percent each showing that it is
highly centered in the moral complexities. Breakdown of Family/Community occurs least often
(18.75), which indicates that although the cost of personal and familial breakdown has been

affirmed, more general societal problems are better highlighted.

Table 2: Survival Strategies Adopted by Characters

Strategy Frequency | Percentage (%)
Psychological Endurance 4 26.66%
Rebellion and Resistance 3 20%

Moral Compromise or Adaptation | 5 33.33%
Withdrawal or Isolation 3 20%

Total 15 100%

Table 2 highlights key survival strategies adopted by characters, where moral compromise or
adaptation (33.33%) is most common, supported by psychological endurance (26.66%), and

both rebellion/resistance and withdrawal/isolation (20% each).
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Figure 2: Graphical Presentation of Survival Strategies Adopted by Characters

Figure 2 shows the survival style of a character in reaction to moral decadence. The most
commonly used strategy is Moral Compromise or Adaptation (33.33%), which means that
characters tend to change the scope of their ethics in order to survive in an extreme
environment. Psychological Endurance stands next with 26.66%, which means inner resilience.
Rebellion and Resistance Only 20 percent were fighting and resisting, Withdrawal or Isolation
Only 20 percent of participants were withdrawing and isolating themselves, it seems that these

two ways of coping are less prevalent than adaptive ways or as we say, coping styles.

Table 3: Settings Reflecting Moral Decay

Type of Setting Frequency | Percentage (%)
War-torn or Post-conflict Zones | 3 25%

Politically Oppressive Regimes | 4 33.33%

Urban Poverty or Slums 2 16.66%
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Dystopian/Fictional Societies | 3 25%

Total 12 100%

Table 3 explores the settings that foster moral decay, prominently featuring politically
oppressive regimes (33.33%), along with war-torn/post-conflict zones and dystopian societies

(25% each), and urban poverty (16.66%).
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Figure 3: Graphical Presentation of Settings Reflecting Moral Decay

Figure 3 shows that Politically Oppressive Regimes are the most common settings for moral
decay (33.33%), followed by War-torn Zones and Dystopian Societies (25% each). Urban
Poverty is the least frequent (16.66%), indicating a stronger focus on political and fictional

backdrops over economic settings.

Table 4: Literary Devices Used to Depict Moral Decay and Resilience

Literary Device Frequency | Percentage (%)

Symbolism 4 26.66%
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Irony 3 20%
Stream of Consciousness 2 13.33%
Flashbacks and Non-linear Plot | 3 20%
Allegory and Metaphor 3 20%
Total 15 100%

Table 4 identifies the literary devices used to portray these narratives, with symbolism
(26.66%) as the most utilized, followed by irony, flashbacks, allegory, non-linear plot (20%

each), and stream of consciousness (13.33%).
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Figure 4: Graphical presentation of Literary Devices Used to Depict Moral Decay and
Resilience

Figure 4 brings out the literary figures employed to show the moral decay and resilience. Most
often used method is symbolism (26.66 %) which reinforces the essence of its value in creating

more meaning. Irony, Flashbacks and Allegory are used to the same amount (20 %), whereas
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Stream of Consciousness is the least frequently utilized style (13.33 %), denoting a penchant

towards symbolic and more organized forms of narrative rather than the introspective ones.
5. CONCLUSION

This examination of the chosen novels shows that the chosen field of literature can be treated
as a strong prism through which confusing nature of moral degradation and human will power
are discussed. The themes of social injustice, political corruption, and moral ambiguity are
common and are underlined in various characters, who because of external pressure are forced
to come up with varied survival tactics. The most common of these is that of moral compromise
as evidenced in the fluid morals necessary to thrive in rotting settings. The context of politically
oppressed regimes and war-torn areas enhances these struggles, and literary tools (symbolism
and irony, in particular) reflect the emotion and a philosophical implication of these situations.
Conclusively, this research allows justification that literature does not only outline the demise
of the moral frameworks, but in addition, it is a way of extolling the longing of humans to be
able to manoeuvre and endure them by providing meaningful insight into the strength of the

human spirit.
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