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ABSTRACT

Education as an area is one of those areas which are of utmost importance for social and
country's progress. Teacher Education Institutions are considered as having been making great
contribution in preparing competent teachers. This research project was undertaken with a
view to finding the impact of socio-economic status of the students studying at D.I.E.T and Self-
financed D. El.Ed colleges on their academic performance. Survey approach of research along
with descriptive and comparative design was adopted for the research work. Total 130 students
consisting of 65 students studying in D.LE.T and 65 in Self-financed D. El.Ed Colleges formed
the sample size for the study adopting Simple Random Sampling technique. Socioeconomic
Status Scale developed by S.P. Kulshresth along with Students Academic Record Sheets was
used as tool for collecting data from the respondents of the study. Some of the statistical
techniques employed for analyzing the data were; Mean, Standard Deviation, t-test, and
Pearson's Coefficient of Correlation. Results of the study reveal that students studying in Self
Financed D.ELEd colleges belonged to better socioeconomic strata and thus exhibited higher
academic performance. Significant association exists between socio-economic status of

students and their academic performance.

Keywords: Socio-Economic Status, Academic Performance, Teacher Education, D.I.E.T, Self-

Financed D.El.Ed Colleges, Delhi NCR.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Educational systems are recognized as one of the key tools of human development, social
evolution, and progress. Education makes humans intellectually, morally, socially and
professionally competent. Nowadays, education is no longer limited to knowledge alone, rather
its scope includes the development of individuals on all dimensions such as personality, attitude
and life skills. Teacher education is vital for making improvements in the field of education
because teachers are known as the spine of any educational institution. Success of schools and
other educational organizations depends on the professionalism, competency, personality and
preparation of teachers. Thus, teacher education institutes have to provide professionals and

socially responsible teachers.

Educational success is one of the important factors determining success in education. This is
basically the academic success or performance of students in achieving their aims or objectives.
There are numerous factors influencing the academic success of the learners, such as
intelligence, motivation, personality, background of the learner, organizational culture, and
socio-economic factors. Socio-economic status is basically the social and economic condition
of an individual or family in the society. The socio-economic status mainly depends on
education level, profession, income, standard of living, and availability of educational

facilities.

The students coming from a high socio-economic status family get more help and facilities in
learning from their family members. In contrast, children coming from low socio-economic
status families do not get equal opportunities as far as education is concerned because of fewer
educational facilities provided to them. Teachers’ education institutes in India fall into two
categories: institutes run by the government and self-finance institutes. They comprise District

Institute of Education & Training (D.L.E.T.) and self-finance D.ELEd colleges, respectively.

One of the largest educational regions of India, irrespective of government or self-finance
teachers’ education institute, can be termed as Delhi NCR. It is because various students from
diverse socio-economic strata are enrolled in these institutes. Hence, the main aim of the
current research paper is to analyze the effect of socio-economic strata of students in D.LE.T

and self-financed D.ElL.Ed colleges of Delhi NCR.
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1.1 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The study is being conducted with the following aims:

1. To socio-economic status of the students enrolled in D.I.LE.T and self-financing D.El.LEd

colleges in Delhi NCR.

2. To academic performance of the students in D.ILE.T and self-financing D.El.Ed

colleges.
3. To impact of socio-economic background on the academic performance of the students.
2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Faiza and Daud (2023) analyzed the reason for conducting such a study is to find out how
socio-economic status can influence education. It became apparent that the socio-economic
status of students affects education performance because economically well-off people
performed relatively better than other poorer students. This occurred because those from socio-
economically well-off families had access to educational resources that would help them in
their studies. In fact, these students were in a good position and were able to perform well with
the support from the parents. Those who came from poor socio-economic backgrounds faced

difficulties that led to poor academic performance due to lack of learning materials.

Singh and Choudhary (2015) obtained in this study, it was observed that children from socio-
economically privileged backgrounds were performing better than those from socio-
economically disadvantaged backgrounds. The study revealed that there were certain elements
that contributed to the academic success of the students, and these included education of the
parent, income level, occupation background, knowledge of education, and access to
educational materials. Moreover, children from educated families were encouraged to do well

academically by being trained in good academic behavior.

Bhat, Joshi, and Wani (2016) conducted a research study in order to determine the effects of
socio-economic status on the academic performance of secondary school children. It emerged
that the socio-economic status of an individual had effects on his/her academic performance.
The students from high socio-economic backgrounds fared well academically compared to
students from the lower socio-economic status. Various factors were noted to have influenced

the academic success of the students in terms of availability of good learning materials,
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academic facilities, conducive home environments, among others. On the other hand, poor
academic performance of students with low socio-economic status was attributed to the lack of

learning materials and academic support.

Onyancha, Njoroge, and Newton (2015) conducted a research aimed at establishing the effect
of the socio-economic status of parents on the academic performance of pupils in public
secondary schools in Keumbu division in Kisii County, Kenya. The major goal of this research
was to establish the effects of the education levels of parents, income levels, and the type of
jobs held by parents on the academic performance of their offspring. It was established that
there exists a strong correlation between the socio-economic status of parents and the academic
performance of their children. Those pupils whose parents had high educational levels and
incomes performed very well in their academics since they were provided with proper
guidance, finance, and conducive learning environment in the home setting. In contrast, those
pupils coming from poorly socio-economically endowed parents faced difficulties in

academics due to lack of finances.
3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research methodology is an extremely important aspect of any research study which helps
determine the approach through which research can be conducted. Research methodology
provides an effective mechanism for collecting data, analyzing data, and making interpretations
about the collected data so that the objective of conducting the research can be achieved.

Effective research methodology ensures that research results are reliable, valid, and accurate.
3.1 Research Method

Survey method of research design was selected in the current study. This was because the
survey method is one of the most effective methodologies employed when undertaking
research in education as it enables the researcher to obtain information from numerous
respondents concerning their opinions, backgrounds, behaviors, and education. Survey method
was selected in the current study when undertaking the collection of socio-economic and
educational information on the students enrolled in various D.I.LE.T. And Self-financed D.El.Ed

colleges of Delhi NCR.
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3.2 Research Design

As far as the present research study was concerned, the methodology employed was the use of
descriptive analysis and comparative analysis. The reason behind this choice was the aim of
the study that tried to highlight the socio-economic status of the respondents and their

accomplishments in the field of teacher education.

Comparative analysis would help to determine whether there were differences in the socio-
economic status and the educational achievements of the two groups of respondents.
Specifically, comparisons would be conducted between the students enrolled in teacher
education courses at the Delhi Institute of Education and Training and those enrolled in the
same program in self-financed D. E1.Ed. colleges. Therefore, both comparative and descriptive

analyses are applicable to the present study.
3.3 Population of the Study

The population for the given research includes all students studying in the D.I.LE.T and Self-
Financed D.EIL.Ed Colleges of Delhi-NCR Region. The population included teacher trainee
students studying in various courses of elementary teacher education at both government and

private institutions.

The students studying at these colleges varied in their socio-economic, educational and cultural
background. As the region had numerous governmental and self-financed institutes that
provided teacher training for elementary teaching, it presented an appropriate setting for

conducting this research on the effect of socio-economic status on academic performance.

This is the population selected for research by the researcher as she wanted to compare the

socio-economic background of various college students.
3.4 Sampling Technique

The sample was selected from D.ILE.T and self-financed D.El.Ed colleges of Delhi NCR. The
sample consisted of 65 students each from D.I.E.T colleges as well as self-financed D.El.Ed

colleges.

For selecting sample from the entire population, simple random sampling technique was used

in the present research. Simple random sampling means a procedure whereby each member of
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population has an equal chance of being selected in the sample. Simple random sampling

technique is useful in ensuring that the researcher reduces the chances of sampling error.

Simple random sampling technique was appropriate to be used in this research as it offered
equal opportunities for choosing students from both types of colleges. Using simple random
sampling technique, it becomes easier for researcher to collect unbiased information related to

socio-economic condition and academic performance of selected sample.
4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table 4.1 is given below that represents the sampling distribution of the sample drawn for this
study. The table indicates the number and percentage of students selected from D.I.LE.T and
Self-financing D.EL.Ed colleges of Delhi NCR.

Table 1: Distribution of Sample of the Study

Type of Institution Number of Students | Percentage
D.LLE.T Colleges 65 50%
Self-Financed D.El.Ed Colleges | 65 50%

Total 130 100%
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10%

0%
D.I.LE.T Colleges Self-Financed D.EL.Ed Colleges

Figure 1: Graphical Representation of the Percentage of Distribution of Sample of the Study
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From the information provided in Table 4.1, one would see that equal numbers of students were

selected from each of the two types of institutions. In other words, from the sample size of 130

students, 65 students (50%) were selected from D.LE.T institutions and 65 students (50%) were

selected from self-financed D.El.Ed institutions.

Such even selection helped the researcher to conduct a proper comparison among the two

groups of respondents who study in either D.ILE.T or self-financed D.El.Ed colleges of Delhi

NCR.

Table 4.2 provides the details about the Mean and Standard Deviation of socio-economic status

scores of the two groups of students. The table provides information about comparative socio-

economic status levels of the two groups of respondents.

Table 2: Mean and Standard Deviation of Socio-Economic Status Scores of Students

Group N | Mean | Standard Deviation
D.LLE.T Students 65 | 54.32 | 841
Self-Financed D.EL.Ed Students | 65 | 61.78 | 7.65
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Figure 2: Graphical Representation of Mean and Standard Deviation of Socio-Economic

Status Scores of Students
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However, from the information presented in Table 4.2, one can see that the socio-economic
status scores of students enrolled in self-financed D.El.Ed colleges have higher scores than the
socio-economic status scores of D.ILE.T colleges. From the deviation scores, differences in the
scores of the students regarding socio-economic status are evident. Conclusions from the data
analyzed show that students enrolled in self-financed colleges come from socio-economic
status that is relatively high compared to the socio-economic status of students of D.LLE.T

colleges.

In Table 4.3, a comparison of socio-economic status scores of students in D.I.LE.T and self-
financed D.ELEd colleges in Delhi NCR is made using t-test method of statistical approach.
The table consists of mean scores, deviation scores, calculation of t-values and the level of

significance of both groups of students.

Table 3: Comparison of Socio-Economic Status Scores of Students using t-test

Group N | Mean | S.D. | t-value | Level of Significance

D.LLE.T Students 65 | 54.32 | 8.41 | 4.96 Significant at 0.05 level

Self-Financed D.El.Ed Students | 65 | 61.78 | 7.65

According to the data in Table 4.3, it can be seen that students attending self-financing D.E1.Ed
colleges are found to have a higher mean score for socio-economic status than those who attend
D.LLE.T colleges. The difference has been found to be statistically significant based on the
calculation of t (4.96). Thus, it means that the null hypothesis can be rejected, and it can be
concluded that there is statistically significant difference in socio-economic status of students

in D.LLE.T and self-financed D.EL.Ed colleges.

Table 4.4 highlights the Mean and Standard Deviation of academic performance scores of

students studying in D.LLE.T and self-financed D.El.Ed colleges of Delhi NCR.

Table 4: Mean and Standard Deviation of Academic Performance Scores of Students

Group N | Mean | Standard Deviation

D.LE.T Students 65| 68.45 | 7.32

Self-Financed D.El.Ed Students | 65 | 73.26 | 6.89
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Figure 3: Graphical Representation of Mean and Standard Deviation of Academic

Performance Scores of Students

The information given in Table 4.4 shows that the average score of academic performance of
the students in self-funded D.EL.LEd Colleges (Mean = 73.26) is higher than that of students
from D.I.LE.T Colleges (Mean = 68.45). It thus shows that self-financing college students have

done comparatively better in academics than D.LLE.T college students.

The Standard Deviation for students of D.ILE.T (7.32) and self-funded students of D.El.Ed
(6.89) shows a moderate range of deviation in academic performance among students of both
colleges. The comparatively smaller Standard Deviation for self-funded colleges shows that

students from such colleges are relatively more consistent in academics.
5. CONCLUSION

From the above research, it is clear that socio-economic status has an important role to play in
the academic performance of the students who pursue their studies at the D.I.LE.T and self-
financed D.El.Ed colleges of Delhi NCR region. It can be observed from the above result that
students who enroll themselves at the self-financed D.EL.LEd colleges have comparatively
higher socio-economic status and perform well academically in contrast to the students
pursuing their studies at the D.ILE.T colleges. Moreover, certain other factors such as parents’

education, income of the family, educational facilities, academic environment, and educational
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support play an important part in deciding the academic success of the students. It can be
concluded from the above results that there exist considerable differences among the socio-

economic status of students of both types of colleges.
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