
529 | P a g e 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY OF INDIAN AESTHETICS 

RUMPA ROY 

Research Scholar 

PHILOSOPHY 
Asian International University Imphal, Manipur 

 

Abstract 
 

This research paper explores the Philosophy of Indian Aesthetics in depth, going into its 

complex tenets, historical foundation, and current applicability. Indian aesthetics, with its 

roots in antiquated Indian philosophical traditions, represents a thorough comprehension of 

art, beauty, and the human condition. This paper employs an interdisciplinary approach to 

investigate the basic ideas of rasa, bhava, and rasavada, clarifying their philosophical 

foundations and their significant influence on diverse artistic mediums. In the context of 

current discussions about art, culture, and human perception, this paper seeks to shed light 

on the timeless value of Indian aesthetics by referencing classic works like the 

Abhinavabhāratī and Natya Shastra and interacting with contemporary perspectives. This 

study aims to explore the everlasting wisdom woven within the conceptual framework of 

Indian aesthetics by sifting through the rich tapestry of Indian philosophical thinking. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

A source of great wisdom, The Philosophy of Indian Aesthetics provides insights into the 

nature of beauty, artistic expression, and the human condition. Indian aesthetics, which has its 

roots in the country's long-standing intellectual traditions, takes a comprehensive approach to 

comprehending life's aesthetic aspects. The idea of rasa, an elusive but essential element that 

captures the essence of the aesthetic experience, is at its centre. A deeper understanding of 

rasa, bhava, and the complex relationship between the artist, the artwork, and the audience is 

revealed by Indian Aesthetics through an examination of classical writings like the 

Abhinavabhāratī by Abhinavagupta and the Natya Shastra credited to Bharata Muni. 



530 | P a g e 

 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

Bhatnagar et.al (2019). work delves into the intricate aesthetics of Indian music, offering 

profound insights into the cultural, philosophical, and artistic dimensions of this ancient 

tradition. By delving into the theoretical frameworks, historical contexts, and practical 

applications of Indian musical aesthetics, Bhatnagar sheds light on the profound relationship 

between music and human experience. Through meticulous analysis and scholarly 

exploration, this volume serves as a comprehensive resource for scholars, musicians, and 

enthusiasts seeking to deepen their understanding of Indian musical aesthetics. 

Deet.al. (2021). exploration of Sanskrit poetics as a study of aesthetics offers a compelling 

insight into the rich literary heritage of India. By examining classical Sanskrit texts such as 

the Natya Shastra and the Kavya Shastra, De unravels the intricate principles of poetic 

composition, language, and expression. Through a nuanced analysis of rhetorical devices, 

literary conventions, and aesthetic sensibilities, De highlights the enduring relevance of 

Sanskrit poetics in contemporary literary discourse. This scholarly work serves as a testament 

to the profound aesthetic sophistication of ancient Indian literature and its enduring influence 

on global literary traditions. 

Von et.al (2021). exploration of aesthetic principles, the arts, and the interpretation of culture 

offers a multidisciplinary perspective on the role of aesthetics in shaping human experience 

and cultural identity. Through a synthesis of philosophical inquiry, cultural analysis, and 

artistic interpretation, von Brück elucidates the dynamic interplay between aesthetics, 

creativity, and cultural expression. By examining diverse artistic traditions and cultural 

practices, this scholarly article provides valuable insights into the ways in which aesthetic 

principles inform our understanding of the world and contribute to the richness of human 

civilization. As a seminal contribution to the field of cultural studies, von Brück's work 

invites readers to reconsider the significance of aesthetics in shaping our perceptions, values, 

and collective consciousness. 

3. HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS: THE EVOLUTION OF INDIAN 

AESTHETICS 

The rich tapestry of ancient Vedic literature, which examined fundamental ideas of beauty, 

art, and the human experience, is where Indian aesthetics originated. This philosophical 

investigation eventually found expression in classical texts, which represented important 
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turning points in the evolution of Indian philosophical ideas. Three timeless masterpieces— 

Bharata Muni's foundational work, the Natya Shastra, and Abhinavagupta's 

Abhinavabhāratī—offer deep insights into the nature of aesthetics and artistic expression. 

These books not only explain important ideas like rasa and bhava, but they also act as the 

cornerstones of later philosophical discussions. 

Indian aesthetics has developed through a synthesis of several philosophical schools, such as 

Nyaya, Mimamsa, and Vedanta. The theoretical framework of Indian aesthetics was enhanced 

by the integration of diverse views and approaches made possible by this interdisciplinary 

approach. The comprehensive grasp of aesthetics within the Indian philosophical tradition 

was influenced by the discovery of metaphysical truths by Vedanta, the rigorous logic of 

Nyaya, and the emphasis on interpretation and analysis by Mimamsa. These disparate 

philosophical currents coming together allowed for a thorough investigation of beauty, 

emotion, and the aesthetic experience, which profoundly influenced the philosophical 

discourse of Indian aesthetics. 

4. BHAVA: THE EMBODIMENT OF AESTHETIC SENTIMENTS 

 

Bhava is the emotional element that gives creative performances depth and resonance in 

Indian aesthetics; it transcends technical proficiency. It includes the nuanced expressions of 

feeling and emotion that artists share with their audience, creating a strong bond between the 

viewer and the artwork. It is essential to comprehend the categorization of bhavas, which are 

divided into eight main emotional states in books such as the Natya Shastra, in order to 

appreciate emotional expression in a variety of artistic mediums. A wide range of emotional 

subtleties are encompassed by each bhava, enabling artists to depict a complex mosaic of the 

human experience. Artists evoke genuine emotional reactions from audiences by deftly 

manipulating bhavas; this transcends linguistic and cultural boundaries and connects with 

people on a universal level. Bhava offers viewers a cathartic and transcendental experience 

with its capacity to arouse strong emotional responses and visual enjoyment. It encourages 

people to interact with art on a profoundly intimate and transforming level, acting as a 

catalyst for reflection and emotional development. 

5. RASAVADA: THE AESTHETICS OF TASTE 

 

In the Abhinavabhāratī, Rasavada explores the aesthetics of taste and the deep relationship 

between the senses and the appreciation of art. It investigates the idea of aesthetic pleasure, in 
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which people immerse themselves in the exquisite beauty of art to transcend ordinary 

experiences. Rasavada has important philosophical ramifications since it develops an artistic 

consciousness and refined sensibility in both practitioners and admirers. Through practicing 

rasavada, people become more conscious of the subtleties of artistic expression and grow to 

appreciate the complexity of creativity and beauty on a deeper level. This idea emphasises 

how art has the ability to elevate human consciousness and improve the human experience. 

6. CONCLUSION 

 

To sum up, the Philosophy of Indian Aesthetics represents a thorough investigation of the 

underlying principles of emotion, beauty, and human awareness. Its complex theories of rasa, 

bhava, and rasavada offer a thorough framework for understanding the fundamentals of 

aesthetic perception and artistic expression. Indian Aesthetics contains a comprehensive 

understanding of the human interaction with art through the investigation of rasa's emotional 

resonance, bhava's embodiment of sentiment, and rasavada's aesthetics of taste. Indian 

aesthetics, with its ageless wisdom, continues to be a source of inspiration, enrichment, and 

enlightenment as modern society navigates the complexity of art and culture. It provides 

significant insights into the human condition and invites people to interact with art in a way 

that transforms and strengthens relationships with both the outside world and oneself. 

Essentially, Indian aesthetics continues to be a timeless source of knowledge that leads us to a 

greater understanding of the complexity and beauty of the human experience. 

REFERENCES 

 

1. Adamson, P., & Ganeri, J. (2020). Classical Indian Philosophy: A history of 

philosophy without any gaps, Volume 5. Oxford University Press. 

2. Bartley, C. (2020). Indian philosophy AZ. Edinburgh University Press. 

3. Bhatnagar, M. L. (2019). Aesthetics of Indian music (Vol. 5). Jai Bharat. 

4. De, S. K. (2021). Sanskrit poetics as a study of aesthetic. University of California 

Press. 

5. Fischer-Lichte, E., & Wihstutz, B. (Eds.). (2018). Transformative aesthetics. 

Routledge. 

6. Kaushik, S. (2023). Exploring the Influence of Indian Philosophy on Modern Art 

Movements. International Journal of Fine, Performing and Visual Arts, 3(1), 21-25. 

7. Nanay, B. (2019). Aesthetics. Oxford University Press, USA. 



533 | P a g e 

 

 

8. Shrawan, A. (2019). The language of literature and its meaning: A comparative study 

of Indian and Western Aesthetics. Cambridge Scholars Publishing. 

9. Sunderason, S. (2020). Partisan aesthetics: Modern art and India’s long 

decolonization. Stanford University Press. 

10. von Brück, M. (2021). Aesthetic principles, the arts, and the interpretation of 

culture. PsyCh Journal, 10(2), 200-209. 

 

 

**** 


